
1981

A/G Technology 
founded

1937
Tiselius develops 
electrophoresis

1948
Tiselius wins the Nobel  
Prize for development 
of electrophoresis

1957
Tiselius proposes the 
name “Gel filtration”

1974
Launch of  
Multiphor II

LKB founded as proposed by 
Svedberg (winner of the Nobel 
Prize for his development of 
the ultracentrifugal approach)

1943

1950 1990

1941
Discovery of 
dextran

1947
Launch of Macrodex, a 
plasma substitute using 
dextran of MW 70,000

1959
Launch of 
Sephadex

1982
Launch of FPLC 
System, Mono Q, 
Mono S, and 
Mono P

1968
Launch of Affinity 
Chromatography 
technology

1984
Launch of the 
Sepharose 
Fast Flow ion 
exchanger

1988
Launch of 
Superdex

1996
Launch of 
ÄKTAdesign

1993
Launch of SOURCE  
and RESOURCE

1991
Launch of 
GeneQuant

Pharmacia 
founded

Founder of Pharmacia 
Gustaf Felix Grönfeldt

* Pharmacia is the registered 
trademark of Pfizer.

1957
Porath discovers 
the gel filtration 
phenomenon

1911 1986
*

1892 1900

1896
Development 
of the X-ray 
generator

Central Research 
Institute founded

1879
Edison invents 
an incandescent 
lamp

General Electric
founded

1930 1940 1960 1970 1980 1990

1913
W. D. Coolidge invents the 
high-vacuum hot-cathode 
X-ray tube Coolidge tube)

1932
Langmuir wins the Nobel Prize for 
his work in interfacial chemistry, 
the first time the prize has been 
won by an industrial chemist

1946
Development of an 
artificial rainmaking 
system

1968
Development of a high-performance 
X-ray fluorescent material that 
significantly reduces exposure to 
medical radiation

1973
Giæver wins the Nobel Prize for 
his work on the tunnel effect in 
superconductors

1976
Acceleration of human-body 
scanning using computed 
tomography (CT)

1983
Development of a magnetic 
resonance scanner

1993
Start of clinical trials for 
magnetic resonance treatment

2000

1940 1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000

1956
First 3H labelled 
compound produced

1966
Launch of 
the first ever 
radioimmunoassay

1969
Development of NMR 
(nuclear magnetic 
resonance) analyses using 
the 3H labeled compound

1993
Launch of CyDye, a 
fluorescently-labeled 
reagent 

2002
Launch of 2D-DIGE 
technology and  
IN Cell 3000

1986
Launch of ECL 

1982
TRC is privatized 
and comes to be 
known as Amersham 
International PLC

Launch of a DNA 
probe for diagnosing 
Down syndrome & 
other genetic diseases

Development and 
launch of radiolabeled 
compounds

Amersham’s place of birth: 
Chilcote House, UK

1997 2002
2004

1946
UK establishes center for development of 
applications of radioactivity in medicine, 
research and industry, which later becomes 
known as The Radiochemical Centre (TRC)

1984 1996

1989
Launch of 
the BIAcore

1994
Launch of 
Biacore 2000

1998
Launch of 
Biacore 3000

2005
Launch of 
Biacore T100

Pharmacia 
Biosensor 
founded

Biacore founded

20001990

2006

2005
Launch of 

MabSelect SuRe  
and Capto media

2004
Launch of an insertable fast-
responding optical dissolved 
oxygen probe, (DOOPT)

2002
Launch of  
WAVE Bioreactor™ 
200 system

Launch of 
Biacore X100

2007

1999 2000

WAVE Biotech 
founded

1996
Vijay Singh conceives idea 
for WAVE Bioreactor

1977 20001990

1997
Launch of 
MicroCal VP-DSC

2003
Launch of MicroCal 
VP-Cpillary DSC

2007
Launch of 
MicroCal iTC

200

MicroCal 
founded

Launch of ReadyMate™ 
and AxiChrom1733

1756
James Whatman introduces 
'woven' paper, setting the standard 
for superior quality drawing, writing 
and printing paper.

1859
Establishment of  
Whatman brand

1805
William Balston leaves the 
Whatman company and starts 
a new mill in Maidstone. Balston 
acquires the copyright of the 
watermark ‘J Whatman', one 
year later.

1974
W & R Balston merges with Reeve 
Angel International and the brand 
name Whatman is incorporated to 
form Whatman Reeve Angel, Ltd.

1944
Whatman No. 1 filter 
paper is a key medium 
in the pioneering 
experiments undertaken 
in 1944 by the research 
scientists, Consden, 
Gordon, and Martin.

1862
Fire breaks out at Springfield Mill, destroying most 
of the buildings. The Balston brothers' succeed in 
reopening the mill in just three months.

1993
Acquisition of 
Cyclopore

1999
Launch of FTA cards 
for storage and 
purification of DNA 
samples

2004
Acquisition of 
Schleicher & Schuell.

James Whatman 
establishes a paper 
factory

19901800 1900 2000

2008

1988 2000

2003
Inauguration of new 
GMP production plant in 
Pasching, Austria

2010
Expansion of Austrian 
Manufacturing facility with 
a modern powder mill and 
new R&D lab

PAA Laboratories 
founded

Launch of 
ÄKTA avant 25

1986 2000

2004
Applied Precision Life Sciences 
division created as a stand-alone 
business unit. First DeltaVision RT 
system ships.

1993
Applied Precision licenses key technology 
from UCSF that enables the foundation 
microscopy product line: DeltaVision. 

Applied Precision 
founded 2009

ImageQuant LAS 4010 
MicroCal Auto-iTC

200

2010
Launch of Biacore 

4000, Biacore T200,  
ECL Prime, and 

ÄKTA avant 150

Launch of 
ÄKTA pure

Launch of 
DNAScan

Launch of 
ImageQuant LAS 500

Launch of  
Mini UniPrep G2

IN Cell Analyzer 6000Launch of Typhoon FLA 9500 BGR

2011

2002 2010

2008
Launch of  
XDR-2000 
bioreactor

2009
Sale of the first FlexFactory 
for vaccine and monoclonal 
antibody manufacturing facility

Xcellerex 
founded

2012

A heritage of innovation
The heritage of GE Healthcare Life Sciences stretches back more than 250 years. Since then, our tools for 
biopharmaceutical manufacturing and life science research have had an impact on the lives of millions. 
James Whatman dedicated his life to the manufacture of high quality paper, and Whatman filters were pivotal 
in chromatography work that led to the 1952 Nobel prize in chemistry. Meanwhile, other filtration techniques 
led to the discovery of Sephadex. Who could have guessed that it would have been the springboard to 
so many innovations in the life sciences industry? Today, most biopharmaceuticals are manufactured 
using products which can trace their heritage back to Sephadex. Since the beginning, Amersham products 
have led the way in biomolecular labeling, detection and imaging—enabling breakthroughs in science and 
medicine, such as the human genome project. 

At GE Healthcare Life Sciences, we are committed to carrying on this innovative tradition and developing 
tools that help scientists make a positive difference in our world.

GE Healthcare 
Life Sciences


